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Purple Hairstreak underwing on Tansy, New Meadow, July 2018 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 

Rawcliffe Meadows, covers more than nearly 18 hectares (around 44 acres) of the 

Clifton floodplain on the northern outskirts of York and has been managed for 

conservation since 1990. It was notified by Natural England as a Site of Special 

Scientific Interest (SSSI), along with Clifton Ings, in September 2013. The site is owned 

by the Environment Agency and leased to Sustrans, the cycle track operator. It is 

managed by Friends of Rawcliffe Meadows (FoRM), a voluntary group belonging to 

the York Natural Environment Trust (YNET).  

 

As well as providing access to open countryside for local people, Rawcliffe Meadows 

is managed as a traditional Ings flood meadow under the Environmental Stewardship 

scheme. This is the twenty-eighth Annual Report of the Friends of Rawcliffe Meadows, 

summarising our work during the year 2018. 

 

Website: http://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/ 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/rawcliffemeadows  

http://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/rawcliffemeadows


 



EVENTS 

 

On Sunday January 7th we gathered to start laying the eastern hedge of Blue Beck 

Copse ably managed by Don Davies. Although there were 13 of us (hedgelaying 

always attracts a good crowd anywhere) we had underestimated the amount of work 

needed and this was continued with 10 of us on February 18th. Meanwhile Mick used 

the scrub cutter to clear blackthorn suckers in front of the hedge and in the reservoir 

Basin. The fence was also repaired and the stile relocated. In the intervening weeks 

Richard and his son kindly cleared the brash produced. 

 

On March 18th Blue Beck Copse northern hedge received more interplanting to ensure 

it was secure and whilst we were at it the Copse Meadow southern hedge was given a 

haircut and more hazel was planted there too to fill a few gaps. 

 

On the 25th March, with no flood debris to clear, the Cricket Field Copse received 

some TLC and the delayed spring was allowing nine of us to repair the fence that had 

been trampled by cattle in the autumn, remove elder saplings that were encroaching 

on the hazel, coppice a hazel lying across the fence and relocate brash to a dead hedge 

around the Copse. Sunday April 15th had five members of FoRM relocating brash in 

the Reservoir Basin  

 

The evening of Thursday May 17th found five of the Friends tidying up the bee bank 

in the Cornfield Arable ready for any new pollinators as with the lighter evenings we 

were now able to work Thursdays. 

 

June 7th saw a return to clearing around tansy plants starting with the Pond at the 

southern end and the nearby plants along the Ings Dyke. On the 24th as it was National 

Insect Week we were clearing around tansy plants on New Meadow banks and nearby 

whilst dishing out gifts from the Royal Entomological Society. On the 8th June we 

held our latest workshop (since 2015) on “Restoring and creating wildlife-rich 

grassland” workshop led by Martin Hammond, courtesy of the North Yorkshire and 

York Local Nature Partnership which has also funded the propagation of a quantity of 

seed from the less common meadow flowers. The walk was attended by people from 

across the region with an interest in what we had learned since 1990. 

 

On July 5th we returned to clearing around tansy plants at the Pond and nearby and 

again on the 22nd we were doing the same around New Meadow. 

 

On Thursday August 2nd we had to cut in front of Cricket Field Copse and near the 

Pond Hazel’s and rake off any left-over hay or arisings and store them in the Hazel 

copse. On Sunday 19th August we returned to manage the bee bank management at 

north of site. 

 

On 21st August we counted a disappointing 35 Tansy Beetles on New Meadow, 

whilst the 147 counted in August by the Pond is less than half the 363 quickly counted 

in May. However, when compared with other locations in York this was largely 

standard and put down to the long, dry summer. 

 



September 2nd saw us doing our annual management of the water vole scrape where 

we were pulling out as much Reedmace as possible from the extended pond so that it 

does not out-compete the Phragmites along with cutting back 50% of the Phragmites. 

On October 7th Judi was on her own cutting more of the Phragmites. 

 

Friday 26th October had Don and Martin along with two volunteers cutting a heavily 

overgrown Pond compound and raking up the arisings ready for a new crop of tansy 

and Tansy Beetles in 2019. 

 

On a slightly damp Sunday November 11th the task was to pull out the elderly fence 

posts and barbed wire alongside the allotments track overlooking the Reservoir Basin. 

This was erected in the early 1990’s to protect the saplings planted there but was now 

getting in our farmer’s way when he was flailing the now substantial hedge. 

 

As a pre-Christmas treat we had an evening get together on the 13th November 

attended by Martin Hammond, our ecologist, at the York Youth Hostel with food and 

drink provided whilst we looked at and shared what we knew of the Environment 

Agency’s plans for the Barrier Bank and considered what our approach should be to 

the mitigation and works. Throughout the year we had a number of meetings with the 

Environment Agency to discuss their plans prior to them requesting a Scoping 

Opinion from the Council and a further mitigation workshop with them following it. 

The works will destroy much of the last 28 years work and mean a fresh start in many 

ways. However, we have the support of both York Members of Parliament in this 

struggle and will call on them where and when necessary. 

 

On Sunday December 9th it was the final work party of 2018 and on yet another fine 

day four volunteers cut down the Blackthorn suckers outside Blue Beck Copse whilst 

receiving lots of moral support from passers-by on the cycle track. 

 

As 2018 closed we await the submission of their planning application and 

Environmental Impact Assessment and the next round of discussions with the EA, 

Natural England and the City of York Council. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WILDLIFE REPORT 

Rawcliffe Meadows 2018: Wildlife report 

 

Edited by Martin Hammond 

 

This year we are grateful to Fiona Walton and Chris Toop for their very useful records. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: RECORDS INCLUDED HERE MUST NOT BE USED FOR 

COMMERCIAL PURPOSES WITHOUT PERMISSION OF THE RECORDERS. 

 

Birds 

Birds in the Cornfield on 13th January included a Pheasant, 14 Stock Doves, 12 Rooks, 

two Jackdaws, 112 Linnets, 30 Greenfinches and four Reed Buntings. Some 43 Stock 

Doves were present on the 22nd with a record count of 51 on 16th March. 20 to 30 

Linnets were reported in late winter but no more than three each of Tree Sparrow and 

Yellowhammer. 

 

Numbers of Snipe in the flood basin included seven on 22nd January, 13 on 16th March 

and 16 on 23rd March. On the latter date, a count of 54 Starlings around the northern 

end of the site was unusual and a flock of around 30 Redwings dropped in. There were 

several sightings of Barn Owl hunting over the Cornfield and Flood Basin in spring but 

no indication of nesting on site. 

 

The cold, wet spring meant that summer migrants were unusually late. Following 

Chris’s first sighting on 19th March, two Chiffchaffs were singing on 23rd March with 

a few Blackcaps present by 11th April; Fiona reported a Swallow over the river on 1st 

April. Willow Warblers were relatively scarce but singing males held territories well 

into June at two locations just outside the boundaries of the Meadows. 

 

The following table summarises the results of a detailed breeding bird survey of 

Rawcliffe Meadows commissioned by the Environment Agency. Results for 2018 are 

compared to those for 2015, obtained using the same methodology. Numbers refer to 

breeding pairs/territories. 

 

Species 2015 2018 

Mallard 0 1 

Moorhen 3 2 

Pheasant 1 1 

Stock Dove 0 2 (3?) 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 0 1 

Blue Tit 17-18 22 

Great Tit 21-25 27 

Long-tailed Tit 2+ 5? 

Chiffchaff 2 4 

Blackcap 8 (9?) 4+ 

Whitethroat 2 1 

Treecreeper 1? ? 

Wren 15-17 15 

Blackbird 16 20 



Robin 19 18 

Dunnock 5-10 13 

Tree Sparrow 10? ? 

Chaffinch 7 4 (5?) 

Bullfinch 1+ 1+ 

Greenfinch 4? ? 

Linnet 1-3 0 

Goldfinch 6? 2+ 

Reed Bunting 2 4 

 

Reed Buntings had a good breeding season with one pair on the Main Pond and either 

three or four pairs in the flood basin. Two males were taking food to one nest in early 

June, presumably a result of the promiscuous mating which is common in females of 

the species. There was also a territory on the Ings Dyke and several on Clifton Ings. 

Tree Sparrow numbers were worryingly low, though populations of this species are 

known to fluctuate a lot. No nest boxes were occupied in the Copse (perhaps due to 

competition from tits) but a small colony seemed to be centred around the ‘pinch point’, 

where there is an old brick wall on the hospital boundary. 

 

Stock Doves did well, with at least two territories on the Ings Dyke hedge. A pair of 

Great Spotted Woodpeckers nested in a large Crack Willow in the same hedge; what 

was presumably the same pair were accompanied by a fully-fledged juvenile in mid 

June. Both of these species could potentially suffer from competition for nest sites from 

the Ring-necked Parakeets which are now much in evidence, though at present seem to 

spend most of their time in Clifton Park. 

 

There were two brief appearances of singing male Sedge Warblers, and a Reed Warbler 

held territory for a few days at the Main Pond in early June, but neither species lingered. 

A pair of Curlews were displaying over Clifton Ings on 15th June, an interesting repeat 

of last year’s behaviour. Unfortunately the chances of successful nesting by this 

seriously declining wader are slim, and these were presumably birds which had 

abandoned another site. 

 

Birds present on the Cornfield on 30th November included around 90 Linnets and 20 

Stock Doves with about 40 Goldfinches around the Flood Basin. Up to 80 Linnets were 

reported from the Cornfield during December, with smaller numbers of Reed Buntings 

and Greenfinches. 

 

A breeding bird survey of Rawcliffe Ings showed small numbers of common hedgerow 

songbirds (Great Tit, Wren, Robin, Dunnock, Blackbird, Chaffinch) associated with the 

eastern boundary scrub (adjoining the cycle path) and the Willow Garth. There were 

two Reed Bunting territories and at least one pair of Moorhens on this section of the 

Ings Dyke. 

 

Fiona Walton has been recording birds in Clifton Park, with regular sightings of Ring-

necked Parakeet and Nuthatch, and at least three pairs of Stock Dove in April. There’s 

clearly a ‘meta-population’ of Stock Doves in the wider area, using old trees for nesting 

and foraging both on the Cornfield and the Ings. Although this species is doing well in 

the UK, we do have a sizeable proportion of the world population so have a special 

responsibility to ensure it prospers. Also of note was a series of Little Owl sightings in 



the Horse Field, once apparently carrying a snake. We’ve mentioned the rare 

appearance of Little Owl pellets in the Cornfield in the past - but never any sightings - 

so this is another example of how we always need to consider the wider landscape. A 

record of a juvenile Spotted Flycatcher in late August hints at local breeding by this 

once common but increasingly rare migrant. Four Bullfinches on 19th September were 

also of interest. 

 

Chris Toop has provided the following review on his regular ‘patch’ in 2018, which 

includes Clifton Ings and the river corridor as well as Rawcliffe Meadows. We’ve 

included it in full as we think readers will find much of interest: 

 

Gulls were the main theme in January with floods attracting a mixed roost which 

included Black-headed, Herring, Great Black-backed Gulls in decent numbers, but also 

small numbers of Lesser Black-backed and Common Gulls. There were 2 

Mediterranean Gulls present on 7th and a single Yellow-legged hiding with the 

Herrings. A Green Woodpecker (very unusual here) was yaffling on the 7th. Parakeets 

were frequently heard and seen across the Ings throughout the month and Herons were 

already back in the heronry on Acomb Ings by the 9th. 

  

February saw Jays on 4th February and a calling Tawny Owl was calling from Clifton 

Park on the 17th. Calling Kingfishers were also seen along the river on 17th being the 

first indication of territoriality. 

  

It was very cold into March with a dozen Snipe along Ings Dyke on the 3rd, with more 

in the storage reservoir with 2 Jack Snipe also present. There was a hunting Barn Owl 

on Acomb Ings on the 7th. Despite the cold, the first Chiffchaff was seen on the 13th. 

The 17th saw Water Rail on the reservoir basin and Oystercatcher over the Ings.  

  

Floods at the beginning of April brought excellent numbers of wildfowl, amongst the 

usual suspects there were Tufted Ducks, two Pochard and a drake Mandarin - which 

was very unexpected! [Fiona reported 12 or 13 Tufted Duck as well as 2 Shelduck and 

the brief appearance of a female Common Scoter - ed]. Additionally Skylark were 

displaying [on Clifton Ings] and the first Sand Martins were back, with a Swallow, and 

both Willow Warbler and Blackcap were also seen. The 21st saw Whitethroat and a 

Cuckoo was calling from Poppleton Ings. Curlew were observed on Clifton Ings on 

29th April. 

  

House Martins were late this year with the first over the Ings on the 2nd May. The 

biggest surprise of the year was the sighting of a Short-eared Owl on the ridge and 

furrow grassland on Clifton Park on the 8th! The first Swift was seen on the 13th, with 

Sedge warbler down the riverside and a Lesser Whitethroat in Brambles on Clifton 

Park. 

  

Visits in mid-summer were not so frequent, but an unseasonal Jay was seen on the 2nd 

June flying across from Acomb Ings to Clifton Park. The Swifts departed in the first 

week of August. Swallows left in mid-September and the last House Martin were still 

foraging over on the 29th September. 

  

October saw more migrants leaving and arriving with small groups of southbound 

House Martins passing on the 7th accompanied by incoming Siskin, Redwing and 



Fieldfare. However Chiffchaff were still present on the 14th. The 14th also saw a few 

White Wagtails amongst a large foraging flock of Pied Wagtails and the first 

Cormorants perching in the 'usual' riverside tree. 

  

A Woodcock was flushed from a hedge bottom on Acomb Ings on the 24th November. 

The highlight of the year end were the increasing presence of Peregrine Falcon. 

Although now regularly seen around the Minster, they had been infrequent on the Ings, 

but a female flying towards the city centre at treetop height on the 10th November was 

a nice sight. By the end of December, these sightings were becoming more frequent 

with at least one bird perching on the large pylon on Acomb Ings. On the 31st, two 

Peregrine were stooping at, and chasing Rooks, Jackdaws and Magpie off Clifton Ings. 

These occasionally landed on the ground, perhaps picking at previous kills? 

  

Mammals 

 

Up to three Roe Deer were seen regularly in the early months, when Mole hills were 

plentiful on several parts of the site. Fox pellets on the allotments in late March 

comprised mainly Rabbit fur but also contained small mammal bones. 

 

Roe Deer became scarcer in the summer months, though two were seen occasionally in 

the flood basin; at the same time, sightings on the opposite bank of the Ouse, where 

they are rarely disturbed by dogs, became more frequent. 

 

Chris Toop saw an American Mink swimming across the Ouse on 25th March. 

 

We finally had sight of the CH2M (Environment Agency consultants) bat report for 

2015. This noted “Surveys undertaken in May, July and September 2015 found regular 

low level foraging by common pipistrelle bats along much of the Barrier Bank with 

moderate to high levels at the ‘pinch-point’... The tree line along Ings Dyke is a valuable 

commuting/foraging route for local bat populations and the southern meadows are a 

valuable post emergence foraging resource for noctule bats in the spring”. Common 

Pipistrelles were the predominant species, responsible for 85 to 95% of registrations 

logged by automated equipment in spring. Soprano Pipistrelles were more localised and 

in smaller numbers. There were low levels of activity by Myotis species, believed to be 

Daubenton’s Bat in spring and Whiskered Bat in autumn. 

 

Amphibians 

Frogs were spawning in the flood basin ponds on 16th March with the first Toad seen 

on the 23rd. Unexpectedly, ecologists carrying out surveys in preparation for the EA 

flood defence works found evidence of Great Crested Newts in the flood basin, initially 

by testing for environmental DNA and subsequently confirmed by torchlight and bottle 

trapping surveys. Great Crested Newts were recorded from eight ponds in the Flood 

Basin with a maximum count of four in any one pond and a maximum of 13 in any one 

visit. 

 

Insects 

 

The first Tansy Beetles were eight seen by Mick by the main pond on 15th April, a 

remarkably late date by recent standards. On 4th May, 206 were counted on the New 



Meadow verges and these were well-distributed, including on more recent Tansy 

clumps. On the same day there were 363 on the pond mounds.  

The annual census on 21st August showed that new generation numbers were well 

down: 35 on the New Meadow verge and 147 by the pond with none elsewhere.  

Few other insect records were received. Brimstone butterflies were frequent in spring, 

a Brown Argus was seen in Copse Meadow in May and Mick photographed a Purple 

Hairstreak on the New Meadow verge on 22nd July. 

 

Flora 

 

Over 60 Northern Marsh Orchids were counted in the flood basin by Mick in late May 

with around 15 Common Spotted Orchids there in June. A single Northern Marsh 

Orchid and two Southern Marsh Orchids flowered in Copse Meadow.  

 

Copse Meadow entered its tenth year since seeding with Clifton Ings hay in August 

2008. The flora continues to change, though more subtly now. This year Meadow 

Buttercup and Yorkshire Fog were much more abundant than previously. Pale Sedge 

has spread substantially and is now frequent over most of the sloping ground. A single 

plant of the lady’s mantle Alchemilla filicaulis subspecies vestita re-appeared. Slow-

growing perennials like Bistort and Great Burnet persist but have not spread much, if 

at all. 

 

The Cornfield Meadow has developed a modest display of wildflowers such as Oxeye 

Daisy, Red Clover and Common Sorrel with large amounts of Yellow Rattle in places. 

 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO SUPPLY US WITH ANY RECORDS WHENEVER YOU 

CAN. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

FINANCES 
 

The Friends of Rawcliffe Meadows (FoRM) finances are held and managed within 

those of York Natural Environment Trust (YNET) Charity Number 1097696, Company 

Number 4712997 whose financial year commences 1st April each year. 

The hay crop is cut, turned, baled and collected in an arrangement with a local farmer 

in return for which the Friends receive assistance with management where agricultural 

machinery is involved. The hay crop in 2018 saw 75 large bales being collected, as 

there is now the Cornfield Grassland in addition. The same farmer also grazes cattle 

upon the site, in accordance with 29th July August and 10th November, which fulfilled 

our six week grazing requirement. In return for grazing rights and the hay crop Gary 

Kaye secures the boundaries, along with trimming hedges and other agricultural tasks 

as required. 

The chart below summarises the income and expenditure (extracted from YNET 

accounts) for the year ending 31 March 2018 

 

Income   

 Environmental 

Stewardship (ES) 

0* 

 Insurance claim** 765 

 Donations 85 

 Ouse Ings Book Sales 85 

 Total 935 

Expenditure   

 Insurance 63 

 Bird seed 63 

 Seed for Cornfield crops (2017 accounts) 

 Plants 101 

 Tools 839 

 Other materials 68 

 Ecologist 500 

 Management 278 

 Ouse Ings Book 300 

 Total 2212 

Balance  (1277) 

 

*As a result of a Rural Payments Agency inspection in July 2016 where report was not 

received by us until Feb 2017 which we challenged in March 2017 and is still to be 

resolved, we have only received 50% of the ES payments for 2016 and nothing for 2017 

in the accounting year 2016/17, although we finally received a ‘loan’ of 75% before the 

end of calendar year 2018 – we await a resolution of this by the Rural Payments Agency 

soon. A formal complaint is still not responded to. 

** Shed burglary 30th April 2017 

 



The approximate number of volunteer hours spent doing specific tasks on the site in 

2018 was as follows: 

 

Organization No. Of Volunteer Hours 

  

Friends of Rawcliffe Meadows (FoRM) 394 

  

Total 394 

 

Based upon the standard methodology, the value of volunteer hours on Rawcliffe 

Meadows in 2018 was at least £7.83 (National Minimum Living Wage) x 394 =  £3085 

plus free ecological advice worth at least £1000, making a subtotal of £ 4085. An 

estimated additional 400 volunteer hours were spent by members of FoRM in ad-hoc 

repairs, managing grazing, litter and dog-bag picking, bird-feeding, supervision, site 

meetings regarding site operations, preparing grant applications, along with checking 

and reporting problems, and also writing reports including this annual one, along with 

web posts and Facebook posts and emails to the Friends. So probably well over £ 7217 

worth of volunteer hours spent on the site in 2018. 

The highest number of volunteers to turn out for a regular work party was 13 (on the 

7th January for the hedgelaying. The average turnout in 2018 was 6. 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

 

Website Statistics - http://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/  which has 32 followers 

 

 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 

Page 

views 

4228 

(34 

posts) 

4641 

(37 

posts) 

5104 

(46 

posts) 

7986 

(87 

posts) 

5572 

(73 

posts) 

5074 

(110 

posts) 

1814 

(28 

posts) 

Visitors 2094 2146 2572 3102 2037 1475 32 

 

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/rawcliffemeadows/  

 

Total page likes – 217 & 218 Follows 

 

There are 47 email addresses on our circulation list. GDPR culled a lot!  

http://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/rawcliffemeadows/


A Map of Rawcliffe Meadows (with main features mentioned in report identified) 
 

 
 

 

MEDIA COVERAGE 
 

 

8th January 2018 That’s York TV - Friends of Rawcliffe Meadows have been busy 

building a hedgerow ... 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2pIavfVWLQ8 

 

19th Feb 2018 Preparing the ground for endangered tansy beetles in York - York Press 

https://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/16033058.preparing-the-ground-for-endangered-

tansy-beetles-in-york/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2pIavfVWLQ8
https://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/16033058.preparing-the-ground-for-endangered-tansy-beetles-in-york/
https://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/16033058.preparing-the-ground-for-endangered-tansy-beetles-in-york/
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CONTACT 

 

For further information or to offer assistance, please contact: 

 

Judith Sutton on 01904 691943 or via the website 

 http://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/  

 

Please send any interesting wildlife records by e-mail to 

martinhammondecology@gmail.com 

http://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/
mailto:martinhammondecology@googlemail.com

