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INTRODUCTION 

 

Rawcliffe Meadows, covers more than nearly 18 hectares (around 44 acres) of the 

Clifton floodplain on the northern outskirts of York and has been managed for 

conservation since 1990. It was notified by Natural England as a Site of Special 

Scientific Interest (SSSI), along with Clifton Ings, in September 2013. The site is owned 

by the Environment Agency and leased to Sustrans, the cycle track operator. It is 

managed by Friends of Rawcliffe Meadows (FoRM), a voluntary group belonging to 

the York Natural Environment Trust (YNET).  

 

As well as providing access to open countryside for local people, Rawcliffe Meadows 

is managed as a traditional Ings flood meadow under the Environmental Stewardship 

scheme. This is the twenty-seventh Annual Report of the Friends of Rawcliffe Meadows, 

summarising our work during the year 2017. 

 

Website: http://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/ 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/rawcliffemeadows  

http://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/rawcliffemeadows


 



EVENTS 

 

Work parties in 2017 began on January 8th when eleven of us tackled the northern 

bank of the Reservoir Basin knocking back the ever encroaching blackthorn and 

brambles from the area where the orchids are starting to establish well. 

In February, on Sunday 19th, seven volunteers coppiced the willow and hazel around 

the Pond at the south of the site and then on the 26th five people relocated some 

willow logs from a recently felled tree to the bee bank on in Cornfield arable and 

bedded them in to the western side of the bee bank and drilled a variety of holes in 

them to encourage invertebrates, along with doing some additional planting. 

On March 19th some more saplings were added to the Cornfield/Country Park 

boundary hedge, whilst weeding out the existing planting which is really getting 

established. We also managed to plant some deadnettle around the bee bank in the 

adjacent field. 

On the 7th April we met with the Environment Agency to review their plans for the 

Barrier Bank developments, at which we also presented Martin’s options paper on 

potential mitigation required. Since then there have been no further meetings, 

although we gather the cost-benefit analysis is presenting the EA with some 

challenges. We await a meeting early in 2018. With much of the site potentially being 

affected we have stepped away from any major changes and are conserving our 

energy. 

On a lovely Sunday April 9th we focused on transplanting some stray tansy plants 

from outside the New Meadow to within the Tansy Beetle enclosure along with some 

more pot grown plants. It was also an opportunity to start managing the area as the 

Tansy Beetles were above ground and procreating. On the 26th April there was some 

water bug ID training in the Reservoir Basin promoted by the PondNet arm of the 

Freshwater Habitats Trust.  

Unfortunately over the May Day bank holiday weekend on the 30th April someone 

had raided our shed and that of that of the allotment association stealing large 

numbers of tools. A brush cutter, along with most of our manual tools were taken 

from us. The thieves did considerable damage to both buildings and our thanks go to 

Les from the allotments for helping re-secure the shed until it could be dealt with by 

ourselves. A lengthy process followed to claim on insurance and replace the missing 

tools. 

On May 9th at the Floodplain Meadows Partnership Conference in York Martin 

Hammond launched his much expanded, glossy and well-illustrated “Deep Meadows 

and Transparent Floods – the Story of the Ouse Ings” that he has been writing with 

our financial assistance, and has been published with the backing of the Carstairs 

Countryside Trust and Floodplain Meadows Partnership. On the 10th May we hosted 

the conference attendees on a visit to Rawcliffe Meadows, which was well-received 

on a gloriously sunny day. The clearance of the Pond enclosure was repeated on 

Thursday May 18th, as we switched to some evening work parties as the days 

lengthened. 

https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/pondnet/
https://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/2017/05/11/deep-meadows-and-transparent-floods-the-story-of-the-ouse-ings/
https://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/2017/05/11/deep-meadows-and-transparent-floods-the-story-of-the-ouse-ings/


On Thursday May 25th our attention switched to managing the encroaching vegetation 

on the Tansy Beetle mounds above the main Pond and alongside the Ings Dyke, which 

has become a home for them once again as this was their natural territory. 

On 7th June the Freshwater Habitats Trust held a Sedge identification course on site 

and Sunday 11th saw us back managing vegetation around New Meadow bank to 

encourage tansy plant development. On Thursday 13th June we facilitated a pond-

dipping session in the evening for the local Beaver troop, who gave us a donation for 

our help. 

 

In an attempt to bring the newly-published book to a wider audience we hosted an 

evening walk on Tuesday 20th June around Clifton Ings and Rawcliffe Meadows 

entitled “The Story of the Ouse Ings - a guided walk” with Martin leading it. A few 

days later on June 22nd we returned to the Pond to keep the encroaching vegetation 

down. This may appear to be a lot of work but the effect was noticeable in the autumn 

with the Pond and mounds much more clearly separated a viable path remaining 

around the Pond edge. 

On July 2nd we held a stand at the Royal Entomological Society Insect Festival when 

their conference made its biennial visit to York. Lots of people came to see the Tansy 

Beetles and chat about them including Rachael Maskell MP, their Parliamentary 

Champion. On the 3rd July a team from Good Gym came to help pull Himalayan 

Balsam along Blue Beck. A week later on Sunday 9th four of us set about tacking the 

encroaching vegetation around the tansy plants on the banks of the New Meadow. 

Unfortunately due to adverse weather conditions and the absence of sufficient 

contiguous days to cut, turn and bale it, the hay cut wasn’t carried out until mid-July 

but was then done and removed before the weather changed again. This wet summer 

affected farming across Europe not just ourselves. 

On Thursday 20th July five of us were by the Pond controlling the vegetation around 

the tansy plants there. 

https://www.buglife.org.uk/news-%26-events/news/rachael-maskell-mp-champion-of-the-tansy-beetle-receives-award-for-dedication-to
https://www.buglife.org.uk/news-%26-events/news/rachael-maskell-mp-champion-of-the-tansy-beetle-receives-award-for-dedication-to
https://www.goodgym.org/areas/york


The bullocks came on 3rd August for aftermath grazing. That evening we were at the 

south of the site planting tansy and gypsywort by the Pond, along with more tansy in 

unshaded areas along the Ings Dyke. 

On the 14th August we carried out the annual Tansy Beetle count seeing the numbers 

grow slightly from the previous year, whilst the number of plants we need to check 

has been radically increased. More detail can be found on our website. 

On Bank Holiday Sunday August 27th a small group strimmed and raked up around 

the bee bank within the Cornfield arable section, along with some extra planting 

around it. 

Onto September 10th when we were scattering yellow rattle seed collected by 

volunteers from the New Meadow in the summer, where it was becoming over 

populous, onto the Cornfield Grassland which is now needing additional help in 

reducing grass growth to promote the herbs. 

On Friday October 6th Don, Martin and Mick used the scythe mower to cut down 

vegetation on the Pond banks after a check that the Tansy Beetles had gone to ground. 

Although it looks unsightly to some passers-by the work has reduced encroachment 

from the Pond weeds and will generate fresh tansy growth in the following April. On 

the Sunday 8th October we were back again, this time in the Reservoir Basin to pull 

out the typha and cut back some of the phragmites. As only Mick had waders on this 

occasion he was in the centre of the scrape, whilst colleagues tackled it from the 

edges. 

On the 9th November the cattle were transferred off Rawcliffe Meadows and onto the 

Ings ready for removal. I think we were glad to see the back of some of the bullocks 

who had repeatedly pushed down or jumped fences and caused us and the two Gary’s 

much work during their three month stay. However Rawcliffe Meadows and Clifton 

Ings should look good in the spring after their munching. 

On 19th November we entered Blue Beck Copse which is normally closed to the 

public to protect the birds that nest there. It is a combination of hazel and willow 

coppice, with some ash and elm. This time we cleared up after a unwanted party, then 

moved on to repairing the hedge line along with more coppicing. On the morning of 

Wednesday 22nd we hosted a party from the Natural England Field Unit around the 

Meadows and Ings explaining the history and management. On Friday 24th a small 

team finally erected the remaining (third) Barn Owl box in the Copse Meadow, and 

then went to do some more work on the Blue Beck Copse. 

The only December work party, on Sunday 3rd, turned out to be reasonably sunny if 

somewhat muddy as we used the new waders, gloves and crome provided by 

Freshwater Habitats Trust to have a second bash at the icy waters of the Water Vole 

scrape. With 13 volunteers we managed to do a splendid job of removing the typha 

and on drier land cutting back the phragmites. The scrape is establishing well. For  a 

change on the 13th eleven of us gathered at the Dormouse for an off-the-cuff seasonal 

social, hopefully we’ll plan ahead a bit better next year – anyone fancy the role of 

social secretary? 

https://wp.me/p1rSnY-2wJ
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/


A new volunteer, Nicholas, started single-handedly monitoring the development of 

the elm trees we started planting in 2012. Along with checking them he has also 

started keeping an eye on the ash trees, a number of which he has noted as having 

Chalara or ash-dieback disease. This is really helpful in planning future management. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WILDLIFE REPORT 

Rawcliffe Meadows wildlife reports 2017 

We thank Nigel Stewart (NS), Chris Toop (CT) and everyone else who provided 

wildlife records. 

Mammals 

Roe Deer were seen intermittently in the Cornfield, though not as much in evidence as 

last year. In addition to resident Foxes, a sighting of Badger was reported in late October 

or early November. An American Mink was spotted across the river on Acomb Ings in 

December (CT). There were no reports of Water Vole from the flood basin in 2017. 

Birds 

Despite the generally mild weather, the Cornfield attracted good numbers of birds early 

in the year. Goldfinches, Greenfinches, Linnets, Yellowhammers and Reed Buntings 

were much in evidence during January along with a small handful of Corn Buntings. A 

brief visit on 2nd February produced 16 Stock Doves, 35+ Yellowhammers, 3 Corn 

Buntings and large numbers of Tree Sparrows and Reed Buntings. Numbers fell during 

March but 20+ Yellowhammers were still present in early April, when a male Corn 

Bunting was sub-singing from the Copse Meadow hedge on the 7th. 

A Little Egret was feeding on Rawcliffe Ings on 31st January (NS). A Peregrine was 

over Clifton Park on February 10th. A Curlew seen on Clifton Ings on 8th March lingered 

for at least five days (CT). Ring-necked Parakeets were observed in riverside trees in 

late March and were present in the general vicinity for the rest of the year, often moving 

between York Waterworks and Clifton Park (CT). 

In March, the first summer migrants were a Chiffchaff on the 11th (CT) with two singing 

on the 14th. Sand Martins first appeared on the 26th (CT) with Swallows over the Ings 

on the 30th and a Willow Warbler singing the next day (NS). 

A few Yellowhammers and small groups of Linnet remained in the Cornfield in late 

April. A pair of Oystercatchers was present there on the 26th. A Lesser Whitethroat sang 

in the flood basin scrub on 5th May. At least two Reed Bunting territories were present 

in the flood basin. The last departing winter migrant was a Fieldfare on 6th May (CT). 

Juvenile Herons from the Acomb Ings heronry appeared in May (CT). A Curlew was 

heard again calling over Clifton Ings in June but the level of disturbance makes it 

unlikely that breeding took place. Kingfishers did, however, nest successfully on the 

Ouse (CT) and birds could be seen on the Ings Dyke and Blue Beck on many occasions 

throughout the year. 

A Peregrine was seen on 8th July with another over Clifton Ings on 5th August (CT). 

Later in the year, regular Woodpigeon kills on the Cornfield were most likely the work 

of this species. 

In the Cornfield, juvenile Yellowhammers were seen during August, suggesting local 

breeding; this would be a new record if confirmed. A Little Owl pellet on a gatepost 



there in early September was the only evidence so far of this species at Rawcliffe - we 

await a sighting!  

Autumn passage included a Wood Warbler seen near Clifton Hospital in September 

with House Martins still feeding over the Ings on 14th October. Three Hawfinches flew 

south over the Ings on 3rd November and a Yellow-browed Warbler was calling from 

riverside trees on the 25th (all CT). 

In December, Cormorants and Goosanders were present on the river. On the 10th, 110 

Linnets and 41 Greenfinches were counted in the Cornfield. On the 22nd, a Barn Owl 

was seen across the river. On the 30th, Jack Snipe and Water Rail were in the flood basin 

(CT), where small numbers of Common Snipe were present regularly towards the year 

end. 

Common Buzzards are an increasingly frequent sight over the Clifton Washland with 

three noted on 23rd March (NS), four on 28th August, remaining into early September 

(CT), and five reported by Masha on 8th October. 

Insects 

At least 50 Tansy Beetles were on the New Meadow verge on 27th April. On 5th May, 

126 were counted there, with evidence of increased colonisation of younger Tansy 

patches. 

On August 14th, the annual census produced the following counts of Tansy Beetles: 

New Meadow 120 

Ings Dyke bank 4 

Tansy mounds by main pond 252 

Adjoining Cricket Field Copse 2 

 

A total of 141 Tansy clumps are now present on Rawcliffe Meadows. 

A pollinator identification workshop was held by Urban Buzz on 2nd June, with a field 

session led by Steve Falk on the Cornfield Nature Reserve. Perhaps the most notable 

species was Red-tailed Cuckoo-bee Bombus rupestris. This species takes over the nests 

of the common Red-tailed Bumblebee Bombus lapidarius, killing the queen then using 

the workers of the colony to rear its own brood. It had declined steeply and retreated 

southwards but its numbers have recovered markedly since the early 2000s. 



 

Red-tailed Bumblebee Bombus rupestris on the left. Photo courtesy of Chris Perry. 

Nadine Rolls kindly provided the following list of insects recorded at the workshop: 

Species English name 

Bombus lapidarius Red-tailed Bumblebee 

Bombus terrestris Buff-tailed Bumblebee 

Bombus pratorum Early Bumblebee 

Bombus pascuorum Brown-banded Carder Bee 

Bombus rupestris Red-tailed Cuckoo-bee 

Bombus hypnorum Tree Bumblebee 

Bombus hortorum Garden Bumblebee 
  

Andrena  nigroaenea a mining bee 

Andrena wilkella a mining bee 

Andrena chrysosceles a mining bee 
  

Helophilus pendulus a hover-fly 

Eristalis tenax a hover-fly 

Eristalis pertinax a hover-fly 

Leucozona lucorum a hover-fly 



Myathropa florae a hover-fly 

Episyrphus balteatus a hover-fly 

Volucella bombylans a hover-fly 

Epistrophe eligans a hover-fly 

Merodon equestris a hover-fly 

Syrphus vitripennis a hover-fly 
  

Other flies 
 

Empis tessellata  a dance-fly 

Beris chalybata  a soldier-fly 

Chloromyia formosa  a soldier-fly 

Haematopota pluvialis  a horse fly 

Mydaea corni  a fly 

Tachina fera  a fly 
  

Other insects 
 

Harmonia axyridis Harlequin ladybird 

Clytus arietis Wasp beetle 

Rutpela maculata a longhorn beetle 

Grypocoris stysi  a mirid bug 

Calopteryx splendens Banded Demoiselle 

Panorpa germanica a scorpionfly 

 

Flora and grassland habitats 

The Copse Meadow flora continues to diversify with additional species this year 

including Hairy Lady’s Mantle Alchemilla filicaulis subspecies vestita. After an almost 

complete disappearance last year, at least ten Cowslip Primula veris plants flowered. 

Other uncommon species included Pepper Saxifrage Silaum silaus and Pale Sedge 

Carex pallescens. 

In the flood basin, the non-native Nuttall’s Waterweed Elodea nuttallii appeared in 

abundance in one of the ponds. Rapid draw-down of the ponds during the exceptionally 

dry spring meant that Water Violet Hottonia palustris failed to flower. Later, 



Strawberry Clover Trifolium fragiferum re-appeared in the wet grassland and Purple 

Moor-grass Molinia caerulea continues to increase in the fen-meadow habitat. 

Peter Hodgkinson monitored Tubular Water-dropwort Oenanthe fistulosa in the flood 

basin for the third year running, on behalf of the Freshwater Habitats Trust. Peter 

considered that it had increased at five ponds with an overall increase in cover of around 

25%. It had disappeared from one previously-recorded location by Blue Beck but had 

newly colonised one pond. An additional new patch of around 4 square metres was 

found at the south-eastern end of the basin. 

Nicholas Carpenter kindly assessed the extent of Chalara (Ash Dieback) symptoms on 

Rawcliffe Meadows this year. Although the infection was widespread, Nicholas found 

only early stages, “mostly limited to young growth, including both young trees and new 

shoots from near the ground of older trees”.  

We are also indebted to Nicholas for locating and measuring the elm saplings planted 

in February 2013. Of the 20 planted, 16 survive, none of which are diseased. They range 

in height from 135 to 350 cms. 

Copse Meadow and New Meadow continue to develop as species-rich grassland. Both 

were categorised as MG4 Great Burnet Meadow in a re-survey of the Clifton Washland 

by the Floodplain Meadows Partnership in 2017. This is a promising indication, from 

the leading national experts, that these fields are already resembling the target plant 

community of species-rich Ings meadow.  Martin also recorded transects of quadrats in 

each meadow to enable us to monitor changes in the flora from year to year. The data 

provided the basis for some more specific management recommendations, e.g. that New 

Meadow is susceptible to ponding of floodwater (which could encourage Creeping Bent 

and Creeping Buttercup to become dominant) and that parasitic Yellow Rattle was 

becoming over-abundant in the same plot. As a result FoRM are seeking advice on 

drainage and we harvested Rattle seed to spread on the more grassy and herb-poor 

Cornfield Meadow. 

Given the rarity and importance of Burnet Meadow, this is very rewarding endorsement 

of FoRM’s efforts: so a big thank you to everyone who rolled-out hay bales, collected 

seed, planted plantlets or helped with the tedious organisational work.  

Cornfield Meadow is the 1.5 hectares of grassland at the western end of the Cornfield 

Nature Reserve. This is primarily intended to provide temporary grazing for cattle if 

the floodplain suddenly becomes too wet. It’s taken a surprising amount of effort to 

establish a suitable sward but 2017 was the first year of ‘routine’ management, 

consisting of a July hay cut and late summer grazing. The practical utility of the 

Cornfield Meadow has been more of a priority than botanical diversity but we’re 

nonetheless hopeful that we can establish a moderately flower-rich grassland which will 

benefit insects and other wildlife.  

 

 

 

 

 



FINANCES 
 

The Friends of Rawcliffe Meadows (FoRM) finances are held and managed within 

those of York Natural Environment Trust (YNET) Charity Number 1097696, Company 

Number 4712997 whose financial year commences 1st April each year. 

The hay crop is cut, turned, baled and collected in an arrangement with a local farmer 

in return for which the Friends receive assistance with management where agricultural 

machinery is involved. The hay crop in 2017 saw 66 large bales being collected, as 

there is now the Cornfield Grassland in addition. The same farmer also grazes cattle 

upon the site, in accordance with the management plan, and in 2017 there were up to 

27 beasts on between and 3rd August and 9th November, which fulfilled our six week 

grazing requirement. In return for grazing rights and the hay crop Gary Kaye cuts the 

Cornfield grassland, secures the boundaries, along with trimming hedges and other 

agricultural tasks as required. 

The chart below summarises the income and expenditure (extracted from YNET 

accounts) for the year ending 31 March 2017 

 

Income   

 Environmental 

Stewardship (ES) 

3139 * 

 Vale of York Environment 

Group donation 

381 

 Ouse Ings Book Sales 9 

 Total 3529 

Expenditure   

 Maintenance 480 

 Grass cutting (Cornfield 

grassland) 

794 

 Insurance 61 

 Bird seed 87 

 Seed for Cornfield crops 260 

 Plants 60 

 Bee bank requisites 13 

 Other equipment 424 

 Plants 216 

 Ecologist 408 

 Ecologist – Ouse Ings 

History 

3900 

 Total 5929 

Balance  (2400) 

 

*As a result of a Rural Payments Agency inspection in July 2016 where report was not 

received by us until Feb 2017 which we challenged in March 2017 and is still to be 

resolved, we have only received 50% of the ES payments for 2016 and nothing for 2017 

in the accounting year 2016/17 or calendar year 2017 – we await a resolution of this by 

Natural England soon. 



Freshwater Habitats Trust ordered and paid for waders, glove and a crome worth more 

than a £100 in total to be used in pond management. 

The approximate number of volunteer hours spent doing specific tasks on the site in 

2017 was as follows: 

 

Organization No. Of Volunteer Hours 

  

Friends of Rawcliffe Meadows (FoRM) 323 

  

 323 

 

Based upon the standard methodology, the value of volunteer hours on Rawcliffe 

Meadows in 2017 was at least £7.50 (National Minimum Living Wage) x 323  = £ 

2422.50 plus free ecological advice worth at least £1500, making a subtotal of £ 

3922.50 . An estimated additional 400 volunteer hours were spent by members of 

FoRM in ad-hoc repairs, managing grazing, litter and dog-bag picking, bird-feeding, 

supervision, site meetings regarding site operations, preparing grant applications, along 

with checking and reporting problems, and also writing reports including this annual 

one, along with web posts and Facebook posts and emails to the Friends. So probably 

well over £7000 worth of volunteer hours spent on the site in 2017. 

The highest number of volunteers to turn out for a regular work party was 13 (on the 

3rd December work with Freshwater Habitats Trust on the Water Vole scrape). The 

average turnout in 2017 was 6. 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

 

Website Statistics - http://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/  which has 32 followers 

 

 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 

Page 

views 

4641(37 

posts) 

5104 (46 

posts) 

7986 (87 

posts) 

5572 (73 

posts) 

5074 (110 

posts) 

1814 (28 

posts) 

Visitors 2146 2572 3102 2037 1475 32 

 

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/rawcliffemeadows/  

Total page likes – 200 & 194 Follows 

 

There are 115 email addresses on our circulation list.  

https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/
http://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/rawcliffemeadows/


A Map of Rawcliffe Meadows (with main features mentioned in report identified) 
 

 
 

 

MEDIA COVERAGE 
 

A rare jewel of a beetle emerges from the Ouse ooze 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/aug/12/a-rare-jewel-of-a-beetle-

emerges-from-the-ouse-ooze 

 

Paul Leyland - Tansy Beetle - Mark Avery 

https://markavery.info/2017/11/19/paul-leyland-tansy-beetle/ 

 

Listed as accessible wildlife and walking site by Open Country in their North Yorkshire 

guide 

http://www.opencountry.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/NY-Directory_2017.pdf 

 

Events at Rawcliffe Meadows are reported on Twitter by the account @YNET4, as well 

as by email, Facebook and the website. 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/aug/12/a-rare-jewel-of-a-beetle-emerges-from-the-ouse-ooze
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/aug/12/a-rare-jewel-of-a-beetle-emerges-from-the-ouse-ooze
https://markavery.info/2017/11/19/paul-leyland-tansy-beetle/
http://www.opencountry.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/NY-Directory_2017.pdf
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CONTACT 

 

For further information or to offer assistance, please contact: 

 

Judith Sutton on 01904 691943 or via the website 

 http://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/  

 

Please send any interesting wildlife records by e-mail to 

martinhammondecology@gmail.com 

http://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/
mailto:martinhammondecology@googlemail.com

