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INTRODUCTION 

 

Rawcliffe Meadows, covers 25 acres of the Clifton floodplain on the northern outskirts 

of York and has been managed for conservation since 1990. It was notified by Natural 

England as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), along with Clifton Ings, in 

September 2013. The site is owned by the Environment Agency and leased to Sustrans, 

the cycle track operator. It is managed by Friends of Rawcliffe Meadows (FoRM), a 

voluntary group belonging to the York Natural Environment Trust (YNET).  

 

As well as providing access to open countryside for local people, Rawcliffe Meadows 

is managed as a traditional Ings flood meadow under the Environmental Stewardship 

scheme. This is the twenty-sixth Annual Report of the Friends of Rawcliffe Meadows, 

summarising our work during the year 2016. 

 

Website: http://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/ 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/rawcliffemeadows 

http://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/rawcliffemeadows


EVENTS 
 

The flooding that started in November 2015 continued well into 2016 leaving us grave 

concerns for the livelihood of the Tansy Beetles and other wildlife. 

 

On 3rd January 2016 we held an excellent 'silver anniversary' work party with fifteen 

people present (Pete, Judi, Masha, Mick, Mark (1), Mark (3) and Julie, Mark (4) along 

with Kevin and Vanessa and their three children Noah, Theo and Evan - the biggest 

surprise was when volunteer Helen brought her brother Phil Gray along, who had 

initiated the whole thing in 1990). Considering that the number of volunteers can 

sometimes be just three, the task to clear the section of the Rawcliffe Country Park 

hedge that the replacement sewer  had disrupted and replant with some new trees took 

no time at all (planting three Holly, four Hawthorn and three Gorse), along with 

clearing the competing vegetation from last year’s plants. The Gorse is starting to 

establish itself now and some was in flower, with more on the way. The Hazel was 

looking good and in the future we will have to consider coppicing some. 

Thanks to a Tweet and the cooperation of City of York Council officers flood debris 

clearance was carried out on Saturday 16th January by a group of volunteers from the 

Indian Muslim Association who had travelled up from London to help out in the city. 

They managed to get a number of the bigger logs from the wet side of the barrier bank 

to the dry, saving them heading downstream. On Sunday 31st the work party in a 

boggy Reservoir Basin concentrated on cutting back the brambles and blackthorn 

above where the orchids grow to give them some light and expansion space. 

 

In February, on the 26th, Don, assisted by some of the Friends along with volunteers 

from Alcuin College at the University of York, managed to erect two of the Barn Owl 

boxes on top of long ‘telegraph’ poles. The locations were restricted due to the boggy 

ground but one was in the Cornfield grassland and the other at the corner of the 

allotments. This had been funded by TransPennine Express. On the 28th the Friends 

carried out the now regular cutting of Phragmites in the Water Vole scrape to allow 

softer new growth to arise. 

 

March 13th saw Anne Heathcote from the Freshwater Habitats Trust (FHT) assist us in 

carrying out a ‘water blitz’ across the site including the River Ouse and Rawcliffe 

Ings. Then on the 20th we carried out some tansy planting on the eastern section of 

Blue Beck along with more debris clearance. 

 

In April, on the 10th, as the floods appeared to have finally subsided there was more 

debris clearance to do but on Friday 15th Yorkshire Wildlife Trust  and the Tansy 

Beetle volunteers carried out a large amount of tansy planting near the Pond and 

within the fenced-off section of the Ings Dyke. As a change from clearing the 17th saw 

a group of the Friends planting 150 knapweed, birdsfoot trefoil and meadow vetchling 

in the bare patches of the newly-mown Cornfield Grassland to increase the 

biodiversity. On the Thursday 28th York Cares/Aviva volunteers did some further 

debris clearance off the barrier bank at the north of the site. 

 

On May 6th, following her recent nomination and acceptance as ‘Species Champion’ 

for the Tansy Beetle Rachael Maskell MP paid a visit to the Pond area (on her bike) 

with Vicky Kindemba and Julia Smith of Buglife. Rachael had the opportunity of to 

see hundreds of the beetles at close range, including a blue one, and was presented 



with a tansy plant and a Tansy Beetle badge. On the 12th the Friends carried out some 

seed collection ready for the Cornfield grassland and on Thursday 19th during the day 

preparations were carried out for the greatly extended bee bank being funded by 

Buglife’s Urban Buzz project ready for Friday 20th when there was a York Cares 

Team Challenge to construct it from eight large oak sleepers, excavated sand and 

some additional cement. In the process of excavating the sand a piece of 2nd Century 

CE Roman pottery was found! 

 

 
 

The regular clearance around the tansy plants was started on 2nd June by the Pond and 

on the 16th on the banks of the New Meadow. In between, on the 12th the Freshwater 

Habitats Trust held an Invertebrate ID Course mainly in the Reservoir Basin but using 

equipment at the Park & Ride office. On the 26th there was further seed collecting, 

this time from the yellow rattle above the Pond. The evening of the 27th had us 

hosting moth trapping in the Reservoir Basin, which provided some more welcome 

species data. 

 

In July we continued clearing around the tansy plants - on the 10th (by the Pond) and 

on the 28th (by New Meadow). This was repeated in August when on the 11th we  

were working around tansy plants by the Pond and on 25th when we were recorded by 

Gareth Barlow of Radio York manging the tansy plants around the New Meadow, in 

pouring rain. The 29th August was the day agreed to do the annual Tansy Beetle 

‘census’, which despite being it a dry day proved relatively low in numbers compared 

with the previous year, perhaps due to the preceding weather and the later date. 

 

The two work parties in September and October focused upon raking clear any bare 

patches in the Cornfield grassland and then reseeding with a mix of yellow rattle and 

red clover harvested by volunteers in the summer, along with some of the seed 

experimentally collected by the EA with a brush harvester. Martin and Don had also 

prepared and seeded a seed bed to test another batch of the EA seed. We also had the 

Cornfield flower area to cut and rake off. 

 

On the 3rd November a small team assisted Don in making the finishing touches to 

the bee bank by tidying up the front then fixing the roof tray to contain the gravel for 

the green roof. A pond liner was also laid in the hole in front to provide a ponding 

damp area for the pollinators. Some additional planting was also done. At the work 

party on the 6th the team cut up and cleared some dead tree limbs to north of New 

Meadow, including a crack willow along with piling the brash on the scrub pile. Some 

sycamore logs were put aside to add to the bee bank. 

https://www.buglife.org.uk/urban-buzz/york


 

December 4th saw us back in the Reservoir Basin cutting back the Phragmites again 

and trying to reduce the reedmace in the extended Water vole scrape so that it does 

not out-compete the Phragmites. Then on the 16th Don was doing the annual task of 

mowing the main Pond area with a little help. 

 

Longer descriptions of all the happenings are available on the website and Facebook 

pages. 

 

The Environment Agency started consultation on their draft five-year City of York 

flood risk plan in November 2016. We have had one meeting with them and natural 

England to be made aware of potential implications to Rawcliffe Meadows and 

Clifton Ings. Thankfully as a Site of Special Scientific Interest the area is likely to 

receive some protection, remediation and amelioration before, during and after the 

extensive works proposed. The engineering phase is unlikely to start before 2018 and 

the existing flood defences have to remain in place during construction works in case 

of out-of-season events. 

 
 

 

 

 

  



WILDLIFE REPORT 

We’re grateful to Cap Fowles (CF), Dean Brooks (DB) and Nigel Stewart (NS) for 

providing wildlife records. This year’s bird report in particular gives a flavour of the 

wide range of species which can be seen on the Clifton Washland. Nigel’s Clifton 

Birding blog (http://cliftonbirding.blogspot.co.uk/) is well worth a look for his superb 

photographs.  

Birds 

Extensive flooding at the end of 2015 continued into early January, leaving Clifton Ings 

largely inaccessible to people. This attracted unusual numbers of water birds to the 

Washland. Up to 10 Mute Swans were present, including a pair which spent several 

days in the Flood Basin. A dozen Coots could be found on the flooded caravan field at 

Clifton Park, some feeding on our flooded pond. Large numbers of gulls on Clifton Ings 

included many Scandinavian Lesser Black-backs, and around 100 Lapwings flew in to 

roost on the 13th.  

On that date, around 40 Linnets and a similar number of Greenfinches were on the 

Cornfield along with 20+ Tree Sparrows, 10 Stock Doves and small numbers of Reed 

Bunting and Yellowhammer. A few Snipe were feeding on the waterlogged field and a 

Water Rail was in the Flood Basin.  

In February, 17 Snipe were in the basin on the 10th, a Grey Partridge was at the northern 

end of Rawcliffe Ings on the 11th (NS) and a a Jack Snipe was flushed off the allotments 

on the 26th. On the latter date, a Merlin was watched attacking a Sparrowhawk hunting 

over the Cornfield. 

Six Pheasants were in the Cornfield on 17th March and seven Stock Doves a week later. 

Arriving summer migrants included three singing Chiffchaffs on 30th March and several 

Sand Martins over the river the next day.  

Cap noted a pair of Treecreepers in the Clifton Park boundary in late April, and pair of 

Stock Doves in the Ings Dyke boundary. He also observed an amazing five Common 

Buzzards over the Ings on 19th April – not many years ago a single bird would have 

been a scarce sight in the Vale of York. This heralded a flush of raptor sightings with 

Nigel reporting up to four Buzzards and a pair of Peregrines during the same week. A 

Hobby was hunting over the site on 5th May (DB). 

A pair of Common Cranes circled over the Ings on 22nd April (NS) . Other birds passing 

through included a Skylark on the 21st, a Reed Warbler on the 28th (both DB) and a 

Lesser Whitethroat singing in the Copse Meadow hedge on 5th May. A Whinchat was 

on Clifton Ings on May 14th (DB). 

An Oystercatcher was calling on the Cornfield on 8th June with a pair of Curlew seen 

on Clifton Ings mid month (NS). A  Nuthatch was calling in Clifton Park on the 16th 

http://cliftonbirding.blogspot.co.uk/


and a Hobby was chasing hirundines on the Ings at the end of the month (both NS). A 

Little Egret was by the Ouse on 15th August (NS). 

Return passage saw a trickle of warblers including a couple of sightings of Lesser 

Whitethroat from Clifton Park and three Spotted Flycatchers on 25th August had 

increased to eight the following day (NS).Nigel also reported a Black-tailed Godwit on 

Clifton Ings on September 7th. 

Winter thrushes began to appear in mid-October. Five Buzzards were seen by Nigel 

over the Cornfield on the 17th. A brief period of flooding in late November attracted 

gull flocks to Clifton Ings with an Iceland Gull present on the 24th (NS). 

Relatively small numbers of birds foraged on the Cornfield during the mild autumn, 

though 24 Stock Doves in mid November was a significant count. By the end of the 

month, reasonable numbers of Yellowhammers, Reed Buntings, Greenfinches and Tree 

Sparrows could be seen. Numbers increased towards the year end, with around 35 

Yellowhammers on the Cornfield on 28th December and a minimum of 59 Reed 

Buntings in the Cornfield and Flood Basin the following day.  

Mammals 

Our resident Roe Deer were easily seen throughout the early months but became more 

secretive in spring, a fact explained by the appearance of a new fawn in late May. Sadly, 

one of the deer was killed on Shipton Road in the autumn. Another local wildlife 

casualty was an adult Otter found near the Ouse by Peter Hodgkinson in early 

November. 

Amphibians 

Mating Frogs and spawn were first noted on 13th March. 

Insects 

The first Tansy Beetles to emerge were two on the pond mounds on 13th March; the 

first at New Meadow was on 8th April. On 6th May, hundreds were present when 

Rachael Maskell MP visited. 

Some 46 were on the New Meadow verges in early June, when beetles were also seen 

in the fenced section of the Ings Dyke boundary. The ‘official’ census on Bank Holiday 

Monday 29th August yielded a disappointing 351. The number on the northern pond 

mound, 126, was particularly disappointing given the thousands of individuals present 

in 2015. However, many more had been present a fortnight earlier. 

Nigel reported a few Brown Argus butterflies on 9th June and a solitary Marbled White 

in Clifton Park in mid July. 

Light trapping for moths was carried out in the Flood Basin by Charlie Fletcher and Jill 

Warwick on 17th June. Although neither of the hoped-for fen rarities were found, an 



impressive 109 species were recorded. The most significant was Coleophora 

deauratella, a new species for the biological recording vice-county of North-east 

Yorkshire. This is a recent arrival in Yorkshire, first recorded in 2013 with the five 

previous records all from South-west Yorks.  

Flora 

In the Flood Basin, Northern Marsh Orchids showed well again despite a decline in 

their Common Spotted relatives. A solitary Northern Marsh Orchid also appeared in 

Copse Meadow and two spikes of Bee Orchid flowered on the barrier bank, a new plant 

for the Meadows. 

Purple Moor-grass has increased considerably at the southern end of the Flood Basin 

with 20+ flowering tufts this year. Strawberry Clover persists in the same area. Lesser 

Marsh-wort remains reasonably abundant in the Phragmites scrape. 

Peter’s monitoring of Tubular Water-dropwort for the Freshwater Habitats Trust’s 

PondNet project indicated that cover of this species had increased by 50-100% 

compared to 2015. It was found in two ponds where it had not been recorded the 

previous year, and in two locations in the ditch at the western edge of the basin. 

In the Cornfield, the introduced Shepherd’s Needle and Corn Buttercup did well with 

modest amounts of Corn Marigold (the latter occurs naturally in the field but additional 

North Yorkshire seed has been sown). The Arable Flowers strip also produced Corn 

Spurrey and much Fool’s Parsley. 

 

 

 

 



FINANCES 
 

The Friends of Rawcliffe Meadows (FoRM) finances are held and managed within 

those of York Natural Environment Trust (YNET) Charity Number 1097696, Company 

Number 4712997 whose financial year commences 1st April each year. 

 

The hay crop is cut, turned, baled and collected in an arrangement with a local farmer 

in return for which the Friends receive assistance with management where agricultural 

machinery is involved. The hay crop in 2016 saw 73 large bales being collected, as 

there is now the Cornfield Grassland in addition. The same farmer also grazes cattle 

upon the site, in accordance with the management plan, and in 2016 there were up to 

24 beasts on between and 21st August and 8th November, which fulfilled our six week 

grazing requirement. In return for grazing rights and the hay crop Gary Kaye cuts the 

Cornfield grassland, secures the boundaries, along with trimming hedges as required. 

 

The chart below summarises the income and expenditure (extracted from YNET 

accounts) for the year ending 31 March 2016. 

 

Income   

 Stewardship 6279 

 Forestry Commission 

grant – Barn owl boxes 

456 

 Yorkshire Water 600 

 Rawcliffe Ward Cttee 

grant (spraying 

equipment) 

170 

 Environment Agency – 

contribution towards 

noticeboard costs 

1000 

 Donations 255 

 Total 8760 

Expenditure   

 Maintenance 3563 

 Insurance 61 

 Bird seed 87 

 Seed for Cornfield crops 260 

 Donation 10 

 Shed 1063 

 Plants 60 

 Bee bank requisites 25 

 Spraying equipment 346 

 Barn owl boxes & posts 367 

 Other equipment 424 

 Plants 345 

 Ecologist 3036 

 Total 9310 

Balance  (550) 

 

Work paid for directly by grant-holder in calendar year 2016 



 

Funder Work Value 

BiffaAward via YWT Shire Country Service cutting & 

removing from Cornfield Grassland 

£276 

Urban Buzz via Buglife Bee bank excavation and construction £900 (est) 

 

The approximate number of volunteer hours spent doing specific tasks on the site in 

2015 was as follows: 

 

Organization No. Of Volunteer Hours 

  

Friends of Rawcliffe Meadows (FoRM) 483 

Indian Muslim Association 16 Jan 2016 32 

York Cares / Aviva 28 April 2016 40.5 

York Cares – bee bank – 20 May 2016 39 

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust (YWT) + Tansy Beetle 

Conservation volunteers 5 April 2016 

40 

Total 634.5 

 

Based upon the Volunteering England methodology of calculating volunteer economic 

value (http://www.volunteering.org.uk/component/gpb/is-there-any-way-of-

measuring-the-economic-value-of-the-work-our-volunteers-are-doing), the value of 

volunteer hours on Rawcliffe Meadows in 2016 was at least £13.96 x 634.5 = £8,857.62 

plus free ecological advice worth at least £1500, making a subtotal of £ 10,357.62 . An 

additional 450 volunteer hours were spent by members of FoRM in ad-hoc repairs, litter 

picking, supervision, site meetings regarding site operations, preparing grant 

applications, along with checking and reporting problems, and also writing reports 

including this annual one, along with web posts and Facebook posts and emails to the 

Friends. So well over £11,000 worth of volunteer hours spent on the site in 2016. 

 

Website Statistics - http://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/ 

 

 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 

Page views 5104 (46 

posts) 

7986 (87 

posts) 

5572 (73 

posts) 

5074 (110 

posts) 

1814 (28 

posts) 

Visitors 2572 3102 2037 1475 32 

 

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/rawcliffemeadows/ 

 

Total page likes – 194 & 188 Follows 
  

http://www.volunteering.org.uk/component/gpb/is-there-any-way-of-measuring-the-economic-value-of-the-work-our-volunteers-are-doing
http://www.volunteering.org.uk/component/gpb/is-there-any-way-of-measuring-the-economic-value-of-the-work-our-volunteers-are-doing
http://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/rawcliffemeadows/


A Map of Rawcliffe Meadows (with main features mentioned in report identified) 
 

 
MEDIA COVERAGE 
 

Freshwater Habitats Trusts - Flagship Focus: Rawcliffe Meadows 

http://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/flagship-pond-focus-rawcliffe-meadows/ 

 

Beetle Mania http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/14432129.Beetle_Mania_/ 

 

MP Meets Tansy Beetle in the Flesh 

http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/14503106.MP_meets_tansy_beetle_in_the_flesh/ 

 

1st Clifton (York) Sea Scouts https://yorkseascouts.org.uk/category/group-news/ 

 

Clifton Birding http://cliftonbirding.blogspot.co.uk/2016/12/local-update-

november.html 

 

The Jewel Of York - A New Interpretation http://yorkshiretimes.co.uk/article/The-

Jewel-Of-York--A-New-Interpretation? 

 

Events at Rawcliffe Meadows are reported on Twitter by the account @YNET4, as well 

as by email, Facebook and the website. 

http://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/flagship-pond-focus-rawcliffe-meadows/
http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/14432129.Beetle_Mania_/
http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/14503106.MP_meets_tansy_beetle_in_the_flesh/
https://yorkseascouts.org.uk/category/group-news/
http://cliftonbirding.blogspot.co.uk/2016/12/local-update-november.html
http://cliftonbirding.blogspot.co.uk/2016/12/local-update-november.html
http://yorkshiretimes.co.uk/article/The-Jewel-Of-York--A-New-Interpretation
http://yorkshiretimes.co.uk/article/The-Jewel-Of-York--A-New-Interpretation
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CONTACT 

 

For further information or to offer assistance, please contact: 

 

Judith Sutton on 01904 691943 or via the website 

 http://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/  

 

Please send any interesting wildlife records by e-mail to 

martinhammondecology@gmail.com 

http://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/
mailto:martinhammondecology@googlemail.com

