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Necklace Ground Beetle - Carabus monilis 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
Rawcliffe Meadows covers 25 acres of the Clifton floodplain on the northern outskirts of York 

and has been managed for conservation since 1990. It was notified by Natural England as a 

Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), along with Clifton Ings, in September 2013. The site 

is owned by the Environment Agency and leased to Sustrans, the cycle track operator. It is 

managed by Friends of Rawcliffe Meadows (FoRM), a voluntary group belonging to the York 

Natural Environment Trust (YNET).  

 

As well as providing access to open countryside for local people, Rawcliffe Meadows is 

managed as a traditional Ings flood meadow under the Environmental Stewardship scheme. 

This is the twenty-third Annual Report of the Friends of Rawcliffe Meadows, summarising our 

work during the year 2013. 

 

Website:  
 

http://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/ 

 

http://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/


EVENTS 
 

The work of the Friends for 2013 began with coppicing in the Cricket Field Copse in January, 

to create more varied habitat as part of our Stewardship Agreement. It had been hoped to 

plant the elm saplings we had received from the Great British Elm Tree Experiment but the 

ground was frozen solid so this had to wait.  

 

In February, students from Askham Bryan College made a start laying a defunct hedge on the 

southern boundary of the New Meadow while our contractor, Don Davis, also began laying 

the eastern boundary hedge. Don’s work was funded by Yorkshire Water and should 

hopefully deter the camp fires and littering which have damaged this small field in the past.  

We finally got on with planting the twenty elm saplings across the site: hopefully these will 

survive and maintain a food supply for the threatened White-letter Hairstreak butterfly. In 

addition we erected 27 nest boxes funded by First TransPennine Express Green Grant (along 

with the elms) around the Copse for our Tree Sparrow population. During the month Mott 

McDonald Bentley (MMB) and Yorkshire Water (YW) started consultation with us about 

plans for replacing the old sewer main that had given us so many problems during the 

previous eighteen months. 

 

Further coppicing took place in March, this time around the Pond, to clear overhanging 

branches above the tansy plants. Sunlight appears to be conducive to the well-being of both 

tansy plants and tansy beetles, and as we found out later in the year this had been very 

successful. In April as the waters subsided we were left with the job of clearing what flood 

debris we could from the hay meadows There were also the arisings from Don’s hedgelaying 

to dispose of, and whilst the bigger logs were grabbed by people with wood-burning stoves, 

the brash still had to be dragged to the growing bramble patch on ‘dry land’. 

 

During the months of May and June, Rawcliffe Meadows was host to a couple of courses 

organised by Pond Conservation (now the Freshwater Habitats Trust) – it’s great to see us as a 

base for training wildlife surveyors. 

 

From late May onwards YW’s contractors started work on laying the new sewer between the 

Clifton Hospital site and Rawcliffe treatment works. This was mostly done by underground 

drilling so there was thankfully little damage to the Meadows though part of the Cornfield had 

to be used as a working area and access chambers were installed on the ridge-and-furrow 

grassland just north of the hospital boundary. 

 

The month of June had us back to managing invasive weeds like Himalayan Balsam: is a 

frustrating but vital task to stop such plants crowding out other native wildlife. Around this 

time, the Environment Agency began major repairs to the barrier bank.  These led to 

extensive – but hopefully temporary – damage to the southern hay meadows.  

 

High summer saw a great deal of seed collection for use on the New Meadow, along with the 

areas that were being damaged by the EA and MMB. Seed of local provenance is always 

preferable to that bought in, and we’ve had hundreds of plants being grown on from it at 

Brunswick Organic Nursery too. 

 

For the first time we had a stall at the Royal Entomological Society’s Insect Festival 2013 , on 

7
th
 July in the Museum Gardens in York. We’d taken along a few tansy plants and beetles and 

proudly showed them off to the visiting crowds before releasing them safely later. The hay cut 

this year went without too many issues and in  late July our volunteers carried on with 

preparing the New Meadow for reseeding and replanting.  

 

At the start of August we rolled out two bales of hay from the best area of Clifton Ings onto 

the New Meadow and prayed that a repeat of 2012’s flooding didn’t occur. The weather 

http://www.conservationfoundation.co.uk/project_info.php?id=2
http://www.askham-bryan.ac.uk/
http://www.tpexpress.co.uk/about-ftpe/overview/community-and-environment/environment/
http://www.pondconservation.org.uk/
http://www.brunswickyork.org.uk/
http://www.royensoc.co.uk/events/insectfestival.htm


fortunately was on our side and the next work party was to weed around the tansy plants in 

the pond area. More bashing of Himalayan Balsam took place in August as we attempted to 

control that alongside Blue Beck in the Reservoir Basin. The Tansy Beetle annual survey 

coordinated by Geoff & Roma Oxford and the Tansy Beetle Action Group was carried out in 

August and excellent numbers of beetles were counted in two locations. 

 

We had to wait until the EA and MMB working areas were secure before bringing the cattle 

on, so slightly late this year, but the heifers did an excellent job as usual. Work parties in 

September were again focused upon seed collection to assist in repairing the barrier bank and 

other areas.  

 

The good news was Natural England’s long-awaited notification of  Clifton Ings and 

Rawcliffe Meadows as the country’s latest Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). The 

principal reasons for designating the SSSI are its species-rich meadows and its large Tansy 

Beetle population. This designation provides a high level of protection  and such an accolade 

would have been inconceivable when we began work to restore Rawcliffe Meadows nearly a 

quarter of a century ago. We were congratulated on the notification by Buglife and the 

Floodplain Meadows Partnership, who we also thank for their support in the process. We 

were also formally invited to join the Tansy Beetle Action Group (T-BAG) due to the 

importance of RM’s tansy beetle population. 

 

SSSI status obliges public bodies to recognise Clifton Ings and Rawcliffe Meadows as a 

nationally-important wildlife site but this seems to have passed City of York Council by. 

Instead, FoRM have had to expend an enormous amount of time and energy fighting off 

Council plans to route a new cycle path through some of our richest grassland. Unbelievably, 

the Council’s own planning application stated that there would be no impact on any land 

covered by environmental designations, nor any significant effect on wildlife. FoRM have 

made it clear that we have no objection in principle to a new cycle path linkage – but this 

must take a route which causes as little damage as possible to the grassland.  

 

During October we planted the New Meadow with the hundreds of plants grown from seed 

for us by Brunswick Organic Nursery and funded by Yorkshire Water as part of the 

compensation for last year’s disastrous sewage burst. The verges of New Meadow are 

managed specifically as Tansy Beetle habitat and we were pleased to be given 17 clumps of 

local-origin tansy to plant-out by Joseph Rowntree Housing Trust. 

 

Vale of York Conservation Volunteers (TCV) spent two days clearing the pond area and 

coppicing willow, which the Friends followed up later in November by clearing the tansy and 

some further coppicing.Unfortunately in November we also found that the new ground bird 

feeder we had bought and installed in the Copse in February had been stolen and vandalised 

in the Country Park. At the year’s final official work party in December we prepared for 

2014’s tansy plants by clearing  one of the new areas. We were also consulted by the 

Environment Agency regarding possible flood reservoir management changes and they sent 

us a letter thanking the Friends for the year’s hard work.  

 

Just before Christmas we discovered a Fox trap hidden in undergrowth, similar to one 

removed in June. Given the size and weight of these traps, someone has gone to great effort to 

get these onto the site. These traps are not part of any legitimate pest management or wildlife 

study programme, and no permission has been given for their use.  

 

The size of this year’s event report, along with the growing size of other sections may 

demonstrate the amount of work being carried out by a small group of volunteers on this now 

nationally important site. It is estimated that the financial equivalent of over £6,500 in 

volunteer hours was carried out on the site during 2013, plus much additional administrative 

and project management time.  

http://www.buglife.org.uk/
http://www.floodplainmeadows.org.uk/
http://www.brunswickyork.org.uk/


 

New helpers are always welcome: no  special skills required – just enthusiasm! 



ECOLOGICAL REPORT 
 

Wildlife report for 2013 by Martin Hammond 
With thanks to Cap Fowles, Nigel Stewart and Helen Messer for records. 

Birds 

Following the record rainfall of 2012, flooding extended intermittently into the early months of 2013, 

with Clifton Ings producing 30+ Teal on 3
rd

 January and a Shelduck on 1
st
 February (NS). Songbirds 

noted early in the year included 20+ Waxwings moving between Rawcliffe Ings and the Park & Ride 

site on 12
th
 January (NS) with seven more spotted by Helen in trees bordering the flood basin on the 

31
st
. On 4

th
 February, at least seven Bullfinches were present at Rawcliffe Meadows with 28 

Goldfinches in the pond scrub.  

 

On 1
st
 March, 24 Snipe were in the flood basin though subsequent counts were never more than a 

dozen. Numbers of birds in the Cornfield were rather low though notable counts during March included 

42 Linnets and 15 Meadow Pipits on the 22
nd

 with 19 Stock Doves on the 24
th
. There are often a few 

Stock Doves mixed in with Woodpigeons and Feral Pigeons on the Cornfield. 

 

On 9
th
 April, a Goldcrest was singing in the thickety hedge bordering Copse Meadow. On the same 

day, two Chiffchaffs were singing around the northern end of the site while Cap reported eight between 

Clifton Bridge and the meadows on the 13th. A female Redstart was seen by Nigel in a boundary hedge 

on 19
th
. Sand Martins, Swallows and Willow Warblers only appeared in significant numbers during the 

third week of April, reflecting the remarkably late spring. 

 

A persistent rainwater pool in the Cornfield pool attracted some interesting migrants: Yellow Wagtails 

on 14
th
 April and 4

th
 May, a White Wagtail on 4

th
 to 7

th
 May, a Water Pipit on the 26

th
 April and a Little 

Ringed Plover on 31
st
 April to 4

th
 May. The latter bird was paired up on 3

rd
/4

th
 May and the pair 

showed brief signs of territorial behaviour. 

 

It seems to have been a good breeding season for many birds. A pair of Reed Buntings at the main 

pond were accompanied by a second male; there were also two territories in the flood basin and one at 

the edge of Clifton Hospital. A pair of Great Spotted Woodpeckers nested in an old ash tree near the 

main pond and another pair held territory in the Ings Dyke hedge. Moorhens raised broods at the main 

pond and in the flood basin. Other resident species included Treecreeper, a pair of which nested in 

Clifton Park, just outside the Meadows. Ten Tree Sparrows were in the flood basin hedge 4
th
 May 

(HM) and small groups of birds were present throughout May and June, though there was no clear 

evidence that any of the nestboxes in the Copse were occupied. Later in the summer, a juvenile 

Sparrowhawk called persistently from a patch of scrub, suggesting that nesting had taken place nearby 

for the second year running.  

 

Amongst the migrants, a male Reed Warbler established his territory by the main pond in mid-May and 

Cap reported nest-building there in early June with two juveniles present in July. There were three of 

four Blackcap territories around the site, and Cap reported up to five Whitethroats singing between 

Clifton Bridge and the Copse in late May. Singing males of Garden Warbler and Sedge Warbler were 

noted briefly on the boundaries of the site in early June. On the riverbank, the late-arriving Sand 

Martins were engaged in nesting in mid-May and reports suggested a successful breeding season – 

probably for the first time in two or three years. 

 

Common Buzzards were reported twice in May. 

 

Generally mild weather in autumn and early winter meant that numbers of songbirds visiting the 

Cornfield were on the low side. By early November, 30 to 50 Tree Sparrows were present regularly 

with 60+ on the 14
th
 and 150+ later in the month. On 16

th
 December, 113 Tree Sparrows, 50+ 

Greenfinches, 15+ Reed Buntings and 3 Yellowhammers were present. A few Pheasants and Stock 

Doves were usually in evidence around this time. 

 

Over two visits, Paul Thorpe ringed three Blue Tits, nine Tree Sparrows, 16 Greenfinches, five 

Goldfinches and five Reed Buntings in the Cornfield. A Dunnock caught on the first visit was 

recaptured on the second. Hopefully, Paul’s efforts will eventually provide us with useful information 

about where the birds using the Cornfield come from and go to.  

 



Sixteen Snipe were in the flood basin on 14th November but were otherwise scarce towards the year 

end.  A probable Peregrine was reported over the Ings on the 19
th
 November. 

 

Mammals 

Up to four Roe Deer were reported on a number of occasions in early to mid April, in the vicinity of the 

allotments, flood basin and Cornfield. Footprints were evident in the Cornfield in early May. 

 

Amphibians 

The first Frog spawn was seen in the frozen water of one of the flood basin pools on 14
th

 March. Toad 

spawn was present in late April. Toad tadpoles were present in good numbers in several of the pools in 

June, though most of these perished as the pools dried up towards the end of the month.  

 

Insects 

Green-veined Whites and Orange Tips appeared in early May and there were several reports of 

Brimstone. 

 

Several larvae of the Nationally Scarce soldierfly Stratiomys singularior, sometimes called the Banded 

General, were found in two of the flood basin pools (identification was kindly confirmed by Andy 

Godfrey). This insect is usually associated with mildly brackish water in ponds and ditches on coastal 

grazing marshes in southern Britain. It occurs occasionally in base-rich water inland, including some 

records from South Yorkshire. The Rawcliffe Meadows record appears to be the most northerly for 

Britain. 

 

A mass emergence of Tansy Beetles was evident on the banks of the Main Pond on 30
th

 April and our 

two main colonies produced record counts this year (see 2013 Beetle Survey). Geoff Oxford’s yearly 

round-up of Tansy Beetle surveys confirms that Rawcliffe Meadows is a very important stronghold for 

this nationally-endangered species. (Tansy Beetle Survey Report 2013, December 2013, available from 

Dr Geoff Oxford). 

 

2013 beetle survey 

To most people, wild flowers and birds are probably the most obvious wildlife at Rawcliffe Meadows 

but a great multitude of other species make the Meadows their home. Hundreds of different types of 

invertebrates inhabit the grassland, hedgerows and ponds. Surveys of these ‘mini beasts’ can provide us 

with valuable insights into the biodiversity of the site and guide the way we manage it.  

 

A small survey of beetles was undertaken in summer 2013 by Martin Hammond and Bob Marsh, 

focussing on under-recorded parts of the site. Some 178 beetle species were recorded and the total 

number found at Rawcliffe Meadows is now a remarkable 540, representing around 13% of all British 

beetles. 

 

Record counts of the endangered Tansy Beetle from the pond banks (521 adults on 1
st
 September) and 

New Meadow verges (52 on 13
th

 September) show how these populations are benefiting from careful 

management of their habitats. No Tansy Beetles were found at New Meadow in 2010/2011, so fencing 

to control grazing plus additional tansy planting has clearly been beneficial. FoRM are working to 

establish new tansy patches to enable these populations to expand. 

 

The Necklace Ground Beetle (Carabus monilis) was an important new discovery as this is another 

threatened species identified as a priority for conservation in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan. It is an 

inch-long bronzy-coloured predator which is believed to be the most rapidly declining British ground-

beetle. A small population was found in the Copse Meadow, where species-rich grassland was re-

established in 2008.  This shows that new areas of flower-filled hay meadow can be valuable for 

invertebrates as well as plants. 

 

The diving beetle Agabus uliginosus is a speciality of seasonal pools which has its national stronghold 

in the Vale of York. It is categorised as ‘Near Threatened’ because its habitats are so vulnerable to land 

drainage. The continuing presence of a healthy population in the flood basin was confirmed.  Other 

scarce species included two weevils, one of which (Oxystoma cerdo) feeds on tufted vetch, the other 

(Grypus equiseti) on horsetails. 

 



The Cornfield yielded 82 species including several which require open sandy ground: FoRM hope to 

create a sand bank to provide additional habitat for these as well as other insects such as mining bees.  

 

A number of beetles which develop in old or decaying wood were recorded, including good numbers of 

the uncommon Plum Longhorn Beetle (Tetrops praeustus). This confirms the value of old trees and 

‘overgrown’ hedgerow shrubs around the site boundaries. 

Flora 

In April, cowslips (Primula veris), introduced in an Environment Agency seed mixture a few years ago, 

were scattered along the barrier bank. Also present were a few small patches of field garlic (Allium 

oleraceum), a plant which has grown for many years on the shaded bank of the Ings Dyke adjoining the 

New Meadow. This plant is considered to be in decline nationally but is something of a York 

speciality. Indeed the river valleys of the Vales of York and Mowbray are its British stronghold, with 

records extending north-westwards into Cumbria and southwards into the Trent catchment. It is a more 

robust plant than the relatively widespread crow garlic (Allium vineale), with pungent, strap-like leaves. 

Other records of uncommon plants included meadow oat-grass (Avenula pratensis) from the barrier 

bank and Copse Meadow and a few flowering plants of pepper saxifrage (Silaum silaus) in the main 

meadow. Tubular water-dropwort (Oenanthe fistulosa) continues to flourish in the flood basin. 

Reasonable amounts of corn spurrey (Spergula arvensis), corn mint (Mentha arvensis) and marsh 

woundwort (Stachys palustris) appeared in the Cornfield. Strawberry clover (Trifolium fragiferum) was 

a surprise find in the flood basin in late summer. This very localised plant grows mainly on coastal 

grazing marshes but is evidently well-established at our site. 

 

Botanical monitoring of Copse Meadow, 23
rd

 June 2013 

 
Fifty nine species of flowering plants were recorded (including a few noted earlier in the year). This is 

fewer than the 70 species recorded in 2011 but almost all the additional plants found in 2011 were 

short-lived, opportunist ‘weeds’.  

 

Overall, the floristic composition of Copse Meadow is impressive for a  recently created grassland. The 

sward around the southern end of the field is rather coarse and grass dominated but this is more than 

offset by a flower-rich sward over most of the rest of the field. This includes a representative suite of 

hay meadow grasses (e.g. meadow fescue, red fescue, meadow barley, meadow brome, sweet vernal 

grass) as well as typical flowers of neutral grassland like red clover, meadow vetchling, ribwort, 

meadow buttercup and common sorrel. Locally, meadowsweet, great burnet, common knapweed and 

yellow rattle give the meadow a more distinctive character. 

 

Re-profiling of the plot in 2008 exposed a layer of clay on the slope below the cyclepath. This causes 

water to seep through the soil surface, creating permanently moist – or ‘flushed’ – conditions. This 

favours small sedges such as glaucous sedge and the uncommon pale sedge as well as a scattering of 

rushes. The short vegetation here is conducive to further colonisation of damp grassland species in 

future.  

 

Prolonged and recurrent flooding from summer 2012 to early spring 2013 clearly had an impact on 

low-lying parts of Copse Meadow. Inundation-tolerant rough meadow-grass and creeping bent 

increased in cover considerably and the abundance of bare spots resulted in a proliferation of curled 

dock, which required painstaking control in spring/summer 2013. This emphasises the need for 

continuous vigilance towards invasive weed species: so far, control of docks, thistles and large 

umbellifers has been effective but only because of persistent and timely effort. 

 

The results of wildflower planting have been variable. Large amounts of ragged robin were included in 

the initial plug plantings but whilst these did well initially, only a handful of plants now persist. This is 

probably because the plugs were too shallow-rooted to ensure survival. Similarly, only a small 

proportion of pepper saxifrage plants (also introduced as plugs) survived in 2013, and none of these 

flowered. Perhaps surprisingly, great burnet has established reasonably well: a small number of plugs 

were planted initially, supplemented by pot-grown plants in 2011. 

 

In 2011, 40 pot-grown bistort were planted out in spring but almost all seem to have succumbed to the 

very dry conditions which followed that summer. The two or three surviving small patches are from 

clumps of rootstock transplanted when Copse Meadow was established. Meadowsweet has done 

reasonably well, though it is difficult to distinguish between establishment from seed and establishment 



from plugs. However, there are several large patches which probably resulting from sowing of hand-

collected seed. 

 

Six turves of great burnet and meadowsweet which were translocated from New Meadow following the 

sewage leak in summer 2012 have taken well, though these needed watering during spring 2013.  

 
Botanical name English name Abundance* 

Aegopodium podagraria Ground elder R 

Agrostis stolonifera Creeping bent LA 

Ajuga reptans Bugle R 

Alliaria petiolata Garlic mustard R 

Alopecurus pratensis Meadow foxtail L 

Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet vernal grass L 

Anthriscus sylvestris Cow parsley R 

Avenula pratense Meadow oat-grass R 

Bromus commutatus Meadow brome O 

Cardamine pratensis Lady’s smock R 

Carex flacca Glaucous sedge LA 

Carex otrubae False fox-sedge R 

Carex pallescens Pale sedge LF 

Centaurea nigra Common knapweed O 

Cerastium fontanum Common mouse-ear R 

Cirsium arvense Creeping thistle R 

Cirsium vulgare Spear thistle R 

Cynosurus cristatus Crested dogstail R 

Dactylis glomerata Cocksfoot O 

Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted hair-grass R 

Epilobium hirsutum Greater willowherb R 

Festuca arundinacea Tall fescue R 

Festuca pratensis Meadow fescue F – LA 

Festuca rubra Red fescue LA 

Ficaria verna Lesser celandine R 

Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet L 

Galanthus nivalis Snowdrop R 

Geranium pratense Meadow cranesbill R 

Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed R 

Holcus lanatus Yorkshire fog L 

Hordeum secalinum Meadow barley LF 

Juncus articulatus Jointed rush R 

Juncus conglomeratus Compact rush L 

Juncus effusus Soft rush R 

Juncus inflexus Hard rush R 

Lathyrus pratensis Meadow vetchling L 

Lolium perenne Perennial rye-gras LF 

Persicaria bistorta Bistort R 

Phleum pratense Timothy O 

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort LA 

Plantago major Greater plantain R 

Poa pratensis Smooth meadow-grass L 

Poa trivialis Rough meadow-grass LA 

Prunella vulgaris Self-heal R 

Ranunculus acris Meadow buttercup F 

Ranunculus repens Creeping buttercup O 

Rhinanthus minor Yellow rattle L 

Rumex acetosa Common sorrel O 

Rumex crispus Curled dock O 

Rumex sanguineus Wood dock R 

Sanguisorba officinalis Great burnet O 



Silaum silaus Pepper saxifrage R 

Silene flos-cucculi Ragged robin R 

Taraxacum officinale agg. Dandelion O 

Tragapogon pratense Goatsbeard R 

Trifolium dubium Lesser trefoil O 

Trifolium pratense Red clover A 

Trifolium repens White clover L 

Urtica dioica Stinging nettle R 

 

* A = abundant; F = frequent; O = occasional; L = localised; R = rare 

 



FINANCES 
 

The Friends of Rawcliffe Meadows (FoRM) finances are held and managed within those of 

York Natural Environment Trust (YNET) Charity Number 1097696, Company Number 

4712997 whose financial year commences 1
st
 April each year. 

 

For the year October 2012 – September 2013 the Friends expect to receive a retrospective 

payment of £6764.90 in Higher Level Stewardship (HLS) and Entry Level Stewardship (ELS) 

from the Rural Payments Agency (RPA) towards management of the site in line with an 

agreed plan. A grant of £5000 was bid for by MMB from Yorkshire Water to compensate for 

the disruption due to the repairs (to appear in 2013/24 accounts)– this was to be spent on 

tansy beetle habitat improvements, design of a  bee bank and new interpretation. MMB whilst 

on site excavated a new large scrape, a grip in the New Meadow and an investigation trench 

in the Cornfield. Ongoing transactions in the accounts were FoRM subcontracting for repairs 

to site and which were subsequently repaid by YW and MMB. 

 

The hay crop is cut, turned, baled and collected in an arrangement with a local farmer in 

return for which the Friends receive assistance with management where agricultural 

machinery is involved,: 2013 saw 25 large bales being collected. The same farmer also grazes 

cattle upon the site, in accordance with the management plan, and in 2013 there were up to 23 

heifers on between and 7
th

 September and 7
th

 November, which fulfilled our six week grazing 

requirement. 

 

The chart below summarises the income and expenditure (extracted from YNET accounts) for 

the year ending 31 March 2013. 

 

Income   

 Stewardship 6765 

 EA grant 500 

 TransPennine Green grant 717 

 Yorkshire Water 1490 

 Donation 10 

 Total 9482 

Expenditure   

 Maintenance 4081 

 Insurance 79 

 Bird seed 73 

 Seed for Cornfield crops 480 

 Saplings 228 

 Bird feeder 50 

 Nest boxes 238 

 Other equipment 244 

 Management plan writing 305 

 Total 5778 

Balance  3704 

 

The previous year (2011/12) had a deficit of £1348 and so this balance brought forward 

compensates and adds a further leeway. It is also useful to remember that the official 

accounting period, the reporting period and the Stewardship payment periods are all different. 

 

 

 

 



The approximate number of volunteer hours spent doing specific tasks on the site in 2013 was 

as follows: 

 

Organization No. Of Volunteer Hours 

  

Friends of Rawcliffe Meadows (FoRM) 200 

The Conservation Volunteers 126 

Askham Bryan College 48 

Total 374 

 

Based upon the Volunteering England methodology of calculating volunteer economic value 

(http://www.volunteering.org.uk/component/gpb/is-there-any-way-of-measuring-the-

economic-value-of-the-work-our-volunteers-are-doing), the value of volunteer hours on 

Rawcliffe Meadows in 2013 was at least £13.90 x 374 = £5198.60 plus 50 hours of free 

ecological advice at £25/hour (£1250), making a total of £6448.60. Additional volunteer 

hours were spent by members of FoRM in ad-hoc repairs, supervision, site meetings 

regarding EA and MMB site operations, along with checking and reporting problems making 

well over £6500 worth of volunteer hours spent on the site in 2013. 

 

Website Statistics - http://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/ 
 

Number of page views in 2013 – 5,074 (1,814 in 2012) 
 

A Map of Rawcliffe Meadows (with main features mentioned in report identified) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.volunteering.org.uk/component/gpb/is-there-any-way-of-measuring-the-economic-value-of-the-work-our-volunteers-are-doing
http://www.volunteering.org.uk/component/gpb/is-there-any-way-of-measuring-the-economic-value-of-the-work-our-volunteers-are-doing
http://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/


MEDIA COVERAGE 
 

The Friends are aware of the following instances: 

 

http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/features/ecoinfo/10903711.Friends_of_Rawcliffe_Meadows____

work_party/ 

 

http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/10891490.Illegal_fox_trap_found_on_Rawcliffe_Meadows 

 

http://www.yorkmix.com/life/environment-life/illegal-fox-traps-found-at-york-beauty-spot/ 

 

The Rawcliffe Resident, Winter 2013 – Rawcliffe Parish Council newsletter 

 

http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/10843979.Rare_beetles_spotted_in_York/ 

 

http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/comment/10703011.Special_landscape_merits_protection/ 

 

http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/10703010.York_beauty_spot_could_soon_be_Site_of_Spec

ial_Scientific_Interest/ 

 

http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/features/ecoinfo/10831967.Friends_of_Rawcliffe_clearing_tansy

_patch/ 

 

http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/10811927.Bird_feeder_stolen_from_nature_reserve/ 

 

http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/features/readersletters/10677326.Cattle_grazing_necessary/ 

 

http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/features/readersletters/10385838.Act_responsibly_plea_to_dog_

walkers/ 

 

Events at Rawcliffe Meadows are reported on Twitter by the account @YNET4, as well as by 

email and the website. 

http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/features/ecoinfo/10903711.Friends_of_Rawcliffe_Meadows____work_party/
http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/features/ecoinfo/10903711.Friends_of_Rawcliffe_Meadows____work_party/
http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/10891490.Illegal_fox_trap_found_on_Rawcliffe_Meadows
http://www.yorkmix.com/life/environment-life/illegal-fox-traps-found-at-york-beauty-spot/
http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/10843979.Rare_beetles_spotted_in_York/
http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/comment/10703011.Special_landscape_merits_protection/
http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/10703010.York_beauty_spot_could_soon_be_Site_of_Special_Scientific_Interest/
http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/10703010.York_beauty_spot_could_soon_be_Site_of_Special_Scientific_Interest/
http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/features/ecoinfo/10831967.Friends_of_Rawcliffe_clearing_tansy_patch/
http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/features/ecoinfo/10831967.Friends_of_Rawcliffe_clearing_tansy_patch/
http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/10811927.Bird_feeder_stolen_from_nature_reserve/
http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/features/readersletters/10677326.Cattle_grazing_necessary/
http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/features/readersletters/10385838.Act_responsibly_plea_to_dog_walkers/
http://www.yorkpress.co.uk/features/readersletters/10385838.Act_responsibly_plea_to_dog_walkers/
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CONTACT 
 

For further information or to offer assistance, please contact: 

 

Judith Sutton on 01904 691943 or via the website http://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/  

 

Please send any interesting wildlife records by e-mail to martinhammondecology@gmail.com 

 

http://rawcliffemeadows.wordpress.com/
mailto:martinhammondecology@googlemail.com

