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Introduction 
 

Rawcliffe Meadows Nature Park, established in 1991, covers 25 acres of the Clifton 

floodplain on the northern outskirts of York. The park is owned by the Environment 

Agency and leased to Sustrans the cycle track operator. The site is managed by 

Friends of Rawcliffe Meadows, a voluntary group belonging to the York Natural 

Environment Trust.  

As well as providing access to open countryside for local people, Rawcliffe Meadows 

is managed as a traditional Ings flood meadow under the Countryside Stewardship 

scheme. This is the ninth Annual Report of Friends of Rawcliffe Meadows, 

summarising our work during 1999.  

 

The developments on the Hospital site continued to cause problems with the 

maintenance of the boundaries and there has been little co-operation from the 

developers or anyone else, despite communications. Similarly the Northern Gateway 

Park & Ride scheme, now named Rawcliffe Bar, has hung over us and caused 

additional work trying to ensure ecological compatibility between it and the 

Meadows. 

 

Events 
 

Amongst the work that has been carried out by the still limited number of volunteers 

has been further weeding of the pond area and around the trees and hedges. The 

annual pond-dip took place in June and was reasonably well attended. There was also 

a public walk in July. A display of the site appeared in the both Clifton and York 

Central Libraries. 

 

A new leaflet has been drafted and will be available in January 2000. 

 

The Rawcliffe Bar development has provided boundary fencing and a large scrape in 

the reservoir basin to compliment those already in place providing a range of habitats. 

 

Rawcliffe Meadows achieved national significance when the magazine 'Bird 

Watching' included it amongst the top Yorkshire bird sites! When the nearest of the 

other sites was the lower Derwent ings, didn't we do well! 

 



Ecological Report 

 

Martin continues to keep splendid records of the site. The one for 1999 is attached. 
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Contact 
 

For further information or to offer assistance, please contact: 
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