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Introduction 
 

Rawcliffe Meadows Nature Park, established in 1991, covers 25 acres of the Clifton 

floodplain on the northern outskirts of York. The park is owned by the Environment 

Agency and leased to Sustrans the cycle track operator. It is managed by Friends of 

Rawcliffe Meadows, a voluntary group belonging to the York Natural Environment 

Trust.  

As well as providing access to open countryside for local people, Rawcliffe Meadows 

is managed as a traditional Ings flood meadow under the Countryside Stewardship 

scheme. This is the eighth Annual Report of Friends of Rawcliffe Meadows, 

summarising our work during 1998.  

 

The rather damp weather in 1998 had various effects upon the work on the meadow, it 

appeared to cause an epidemic of ragwort, as it did elsewhere in the region, which had 

to be pulled by hand. The dampness also caused delays with the hay cutting and 

removal. 

 

The continuing developments on the Hospital site cause problems with the 

maintenance of the boundaries and there has been little co-operation from the 

developers. Similarly the Northern Gateway Park & Ride scheme has hung over us 

and caused additional work trying to ensure its ecological compatibility. 

 

Events 
 

The opening of the Dormouse pub on the hospital site in January gave us both some 

press coverage and we have since used those premises as a winter meeting place. 

Volunteers from Huntington School have assisted us throughout the year, as have the 

WWF. 

Amongst the work that has been carried out by the gallant few volunteers has been 

further hedge planting and planting near the pond. The Environment Agency 

accidentally scraped half of the pond, but compensated by providing six new scrapes 

in the reservoir basin.  



The annual pond-dip took place in May and was well attended despite the pond 

having been scraped the day before! There was also a public walk in July. 

 

Ecological Report 

 

There have been no further reports, although it is expected that the increased scrapes 

will improve the site's quality. There may be some loss due to developments in the 

neighbourhood. 
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Contact 
 

For further information or to offer assistance, please contact: 

 

Judith Sutton on 01759 372318 

   


