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Introduction 
 

Rawcliffe Meadows Nature Park, established in 1991, covers 25 acres of the Clifton 

floodplain on the northern outskirts of York. The park is owned by the Environment 

Agency and leased to Sustrans the cycle track operator. It is managed by Friends of 

Rawcliffe Meadows, a voluntary group belonging to the York Natural Environment 

Trust.  

As well as providing access to open countryside for local people, Rawcliffe Meadows 

is managed as a traditional Ings flood meadow under the Countryside Stewardship 

scheme. This is the seventh Annual Report of Friends of Rawcliffe Meadows, 

summarising our work during 1997.  

 

Further ecological survey in 1997 has greatly emphasised the nature conservation 

importance of Rawcliffe Meadows. The beetle survey (see below) identified many 

scarce, localised or declining species. The thriving population of Water Voles on Blue 

Beck and the Ings Dyke is considered to be one of the most important in Yorkshire, 

whilst breeding birds include seriously declining species such as Skylark, Tree 

Sparrow and Reed Bunting. A recent English Nature report on flood meadows has 

confirmed that the characteristic type of Ings grassland, found at the southern end of 

Rawcliffe Meadows, now covers only 1500 hectares in Britain. Moreover this 

'meadow foxtail-great burnet' grassland is unique worldwide, to the lowland 

floodplains of England and Wales. 

 

However, the work of Friends of Rawcliffe Meadows is still undertaken on a 

shoestring; indeed we seem to receive less and less support from the statutory 

agencies each year. We therefore gratefully acknowledge the support of everyone who 

has volunteered their time to help maintain and manage the site, including members of 

the York Worldwide Fund for Nature group, a Methodist youth group and, as always, 

the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers. 

 

Redevelopment of the Clifton Hospital site and the proposed 1,000-space Park & Ride 

site on arable land to the north of Rawcliffe Meadows have continued to cause 

concern.  

 

Our hope of payment for the hay crop being used to subsidise the management work 

appears to have suffered from the 'beef crisis', since we are unable to gain anywhere 

near what we thought we would be able to. We still hope to sell it for a fair price in 

the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Events 
 

Rawcliffe Meadows is increasingly being used as a demonstration site for people 

involved in conservation projects. In April, the meadows were used by post-graduate 

ecology students from the University of York for training in field survey techniques. 

In June, Mike Denton led an excellent workshop on habitat management for insects, 

which was attended by members of Friends of St Nicholas Fields, Friends of Hagg 

Wood and Dunnington Conservation Group as well as Friends of Rawcliffe Meadows. 

We hosted a Water Vole training day in May lead by Rob Strachan of Oxford 

University and Organised by the Yorkshire Otters & Rivers Project. Two guided 

walks were held as part of the City of York Countryside Service's summer events 

programme, as well as the annual pond dip, plus an extra one for the Woodcraft Folk. 

In November, delegates from the Countryside Managers' Association annual 

conference in York visited the meadows. 

 

This year also saw the publication of a pamphlet on the history and wildlife of the 

Ouse Ings, prepared on behalf of Friends of Rawcliffe Meadows, with funding from 

Rural Action. 'The Ouse Ings, Their History and Wildlife' is available from the 

Friends, or a number of bookshops and libraries. 
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Contact 
 

For further information or to offer assistance, please contact: 

 

Judith Sutton on 01759 372318 

   


